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"-'l Another problem for Japan's
Ay

Automobile industry

Japan's automobile industry is struggling with a lack
of car sales, but it is also said to be facing another
serious problem: the decline in the number of people

working in the industry.

The automobile industry s a key industry in
Japan. Despite this, there has been a labor
shortage in recent years, It is said that the
problem & more serious for the parts
manufacturers that produce the parts than for
the finished wehicle manufacturers  that
assemble the cars, As we saw in Volume 3, the
automobile industry involves many factories.
such as steel and rubber manufacturers, There
is a labor shortage in these factories.

In addition to the jobs imvolved in
manufacturing cars, there are also other jobs
related to cars.

Changes in the effective job offer ratio for automobile
maintenance jobs

*This sfvoes hoaw vy b epenings tivere are far aach persan foaling for sovk b seeker

soakirs, and i 8 85 Dok L.
Thers are morr jobs seekers

There are many jobs in the automobile repair
industry. but even there, labor shortages are an
issue. For example, in the automobile repair
industry, the effective job  offer ratio for
automobile repair jobs is on the rise, as shown in
the graph below, making it clear how serious the
labor shortage is.

Furthermore, the number of students entering
automobile maintenance technical schools has
fallen by nearly half in the last 20 years. posing a
future labor shortage problem

This labor shortage is not limited  to the
automotive industry, but s a problem facing
Japanese society as a whole, due to a shrinking
labor force caused by a declining birthrate and

aging population.

Trends in the number of studants entering automobile
malntenance schooks

. Worker dra et am b

DX stands for Digital Transformation, and refers to
“companies utilizing digital technology to transform
their operations, organizations, processes,  and
corporate culture and climate in order 1o respond to
the rapid changes in the business environment. and
to Increase their own competitiveness so that they
can fully succeed i the new digital age” Specifically,
it refers to the use of digital technologies such as Al
(artificial intelligence) and loT o bring about
changes in products. services, and even business
models,

An appearance inspection device has been installed
at Suzuki's Sagara Plant. where white railcars are
assembled. As the car passes throwgh the tunnel-
shaped inspection device, Al (artificial intelligence
detects paint defects and dost I white, The
introduction of the device has reduced the number
of inspectors needed by half, helping to alleviate
labor shortages,

Phato provided by Komica Minofta. fnc.

DX i the automotive industry  ivolves  the
introduction  of industrial robots  and - systems.
Factories are becoming more automated,

In this way, Japan's automobile industry is trying to
overcome  the labor  shortage  through  digital
transformation, However, while this is possible for
huge factories with cutting-edge technology, such as
finished car manufacturers, it s said that digital
transformation is impossible for small local factories
that make parts.

Nevertheless, when considering Japan's automobile
industry as a whole, it s said that DX & essential to
resolving various issues. such as labor shortages
changes in consu lifestyles. and declining sales
volumes,
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